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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application. 

Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1 to 11 (canceled). 

Claim 1 2 (currently amended): An antiseismic support pad comprising: 

a base configured to support and hold the pad on a support surfac e, the base including 
a soleplate and a bearing secured to the soleplate. the soleplate configured to rest freely on the 
su pport surface and to hold the support pad in place on the support surface without a fa stener ; 

at loaot one a_spherical rolling element , the spherical rolling element being mounted in 
the bearing to - mount e d to rotate fireely about a center of rotation in [[a]]&e bearing s e cur ed 
to th e support bas e ; and ; 

a support plate having a concave bearing surface and r esting on the spherical rolling 
element via the a concave bearing surfac e, the support plate having a support plate axis 
substantially perpendicular to the soleplate: and 7 wherein th e bas e oompriaos: 

a soloplato secur e d to at l e ast on e boaringv configur e d to r e st fre e ly on the support 

Burfiio e and to hold tho pad in plac e on the support i jurfooo without a fa s t e n e r, and the support 

an arrangement configured to suspend the base from the support plate and move the 
base resiliently in radial directions about the a support plate axis that is substantially 
perpendicular to th e sol e plat o when the soleplate is not in contact with the support surface. 
the arrangemen t being coimected-fetly to the support plate an d seoondly to the support base 



Claim 1 3 (previously presented): The antiseismic support pad according to claim 1 2, 
wherein the concave surface of the support plate bearing against the spherical rolling element 




and the bearing . 
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is a surface of revolution having one of the following shapes: spherical, conical, paraholoidal 
and ellipsoidal. 

Claim 14 (previously presented): The antiseismic support pad according to claim 12, 
wherein the support pad has a single spherical rolling element rotatably mounted in a ball 
bearing having a center of rotation disposed on the axis of the support plate. 

Claim 1 5 (currently amended): The antiseismic support pad according to claim 12, 
further comprising: 

a plurality of further spherical rolling element[[s]] eaeb disposed in a further rcspcctivo 
bearing, wherein centers of rotation of the bearing [[s]] and further bearing are disposed on at 
least one circle centered on the su pport plate a xis of th e plat e. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The antiseismic support pad according to claim 1 5, 
fiirther comprising a center bearing having a center of rotation at the support plate 
axi sw h e r e in a oontrol ono of tho b e arings has a contor of rotation on th e nyir. of thn pintn, rmc\ 
tho othor bearings of th e pluralit>' of boarings ar e dispos e d around tho axio ouch that c e nt e rs of 
rotation of tho sph o rical rolling elements of oth e r bearings of the plurality of b e arings ar e 
disposed on a oirolo c e nt e r e d on the center of rotation of th e c e ntral bearing . 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The antiseismic support pad according to claim 12, wherein 
the arrangement configured to suspend the base from the support plate and move the base 
resiliently in radial directions about, th& ft support plate axis comprises; 

at least three coil springs, each connected at a first longitudinal end to a peripheral 
portion of the support plate and at a second longitudinal end to an outer peripheral portion of 
the-su^^ base disposed inside the peripheral portion of the support plate, each of the 
springs having a longitudinal direction extending substantially radially relative to the plate 
and being upwardly inclined from an outer peripheral portion of the- support base towards a 
peripheral portion of the plate, the springs being prestressed in traction so as to be configured 
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to move th e support base of the bearing and of the spherical rolling element resiliently 
towards a position that is centered relative to the support plate axis of th e support plate and 
further configured to put the spherical rolling element into contact with the concave bearing 
surface an inner bearing surface of the plate while the soleplate is not in contact with [[all the 
support surface, fli e -s uppe rt base freely suspended from the plate via the springs. 

Claim 1 8 (currently amended): Aa -The a ntiseismic pad according to claim 12, wherein 
the support plate comprises: 

a top portion having a form of a bushing having an axis on the support plate axis ef 
th e support plate , the bushing internally tapped over at least a fraction of its length and 
including a guide slot opening out in an outer side surface and extending along the axis of the 
support plate, the antiseismic pad further comprising an actuation shaft having a threaded 
portion engaged by screw-fastening in the tapped portion of the bushing of the plate along the 
axis of the plate, and at least one guide and engagement part in which the shaft is mounted to 
rotate about the axis of the support plate and secured in translation with the at least one guide 
part including a guide element having a guide peg inserted in the slot of the bushing of the 
plate for guiding the plate in axial translation, whereby turning the shaft secured in axial 
translation with at least one engagement and guide part so as to screw it in or out relative to 
the tapped opening of the bushing of the plate, causes the engagement and guide part to move 
in translation along the axis of the plate relative to the support plate. 

Claim 1 9 (currently amended): A support device for supporting a structure of a 
transportable installation capable of being put into place on a support surface, the support 
device comprising: 

at least three antiseismic support pads as recited in claim 12 having a baoo oonfigurod 
to oupport and hold the pad on a s upport aurfaoo i 

at least on e spherical rolling o l e m e nt mounted to rotat e fr ee ly about a contor of 

rotation in a bearing Gccurod to th e support baa o ; and 
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a support plato rooting on th e sph e rical rolling el e m e nt via a concav e bearing s urfac e 

wher e in th e base compris e s: 

a solcplato s e cur e d to at l e ast on e bearing, configured to rest fr ee ly on th e support 

surfaco and to hold - th e pad in plac e on th e support surface without a - fitst e n e r, and th e support 
pad includ e s an arrang e m e nt configur e d to susp e nd th e base from tho support plate and mov e 
th e bas e resili e ntly in radial diroetions about a support plat e axis that ia oubatontially 
p e rp e ndicular to th e solcplato, tho orrongom e nt ooimeoted firstly to the support platc afl d 
secondly to th e base comprising the soleplat c a nd th e b e aring ; and 

a rigid frame resting on the respective support plates of the at least three antiseismic 
su pport p ads. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The support device according to claim 1 9, wherein the 
device is configured to enable a vertical direction of a tall and slender structure of an 
installation secured to the support device to be adjusted, at least one of the at least three 
antiseismic support pads being adjustable and fe e - s upport d e vic e including at least one 
adjustable antiooismio pad having a top portion having a form of a bushing having an axis on 
the axis of the respective support plate, the bushing internally tapped over at least a firaction 
of its length and including a guide shot opening out in a outer side surface and extending 
along the axis of the respective support plate, the adjustable antiseismic pad further 
comprising an actuation shaft having a threaded portion engaged by screw-fastening in the 
tapped portion of the bushing of the respective support p late along the respective support 
plate axis of the pla te, and at least one guide and engagement part in which the shaft is 
mounted to rotate about the respective support plate axis of th e support plat e a nd secured in 
translation with the at least one guide part including a guide element having a guide peg 
inserted in the slot of the bushing of the plate for guiding the plate in axial translation, 
whereby turning the shaft secured in axial translation with at least one engagement and guide 
part so as to screw it in or out relative to the tapped opening of the bushing of respective 
support plate, causes the engagement and guide part to move in translation along the 
respective support plate a xis of tho plat o relative to the respective support plate wherein the 



6 



Application No. 10/587,407 

Response to Office Action dated March 8, 2010 



[12928/1 0034;569. 1023] 
June 30, 2010 



engagement and guide part is secured to the rigid frame of the support device and is 
configured to be movable in translation along the respective support plate axis of th e support 
^ete of the adjustable antiseismic pad by turning the actuation shaft. 

Claim 2 1 (currently amended): The support device according to claim 20, wherein the 
support device has a frame of generally one of square and rectangular shape and wherein the 
at least three antiseismic pads include f our adjustable antiseismic pads, each secured via a 
respective engagement and guide part to a respective comer portion of the frame. 

Claim 22 (canceled). 

Claim 23 (new): A method for installing an installation for examining nuclear power 
assemblies in a pool of a nuclear power station, the installation including a fuel assembly 
handling device independent of a fliel assembly handling apparatus of the nuclear power 
station, the method comprising: 

installing the installation in the pool of the nuclear power station by attaching the 
installation to the support device as recited in claim 19, the support device resting on a 
bottom of the pool via the respective soleplates of the at least three antiseismic support pads. 

Claim 24 (new): The antiseismic pad according to claim 12, wherein the bearing is a ball 
bearing. 

Claim 25 (new): The antiseismic pad according to claim 24, wherein the ball bearing 
includes bearing balls, and the spherical rolling element rests on the bearing balls. 
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